
March 29, 1982
LB 208, 408, 602A,
760, 761, 953, 953A

SENATOR CLARK: No, not that I know of.
SENATOR HIGGINS: Thank you.
SENATOR CLARK: I think we will stop right here. I think
Senator Wiitala...well, he already announced the vote though.
He was excused. The Clerk has some things to read in.
CLERK: Mr. President, new A bill, 602A offered by Senator 
Cullan. (Read LB 602A title.) 953A by Senator Schmit.
(Read 953A title.)
Senator Schmit would like to withdraw his name as co
introducer of an amendment to LB 760. That is Request 
2842, Mr. President.
Mr. President, Senator Schmit would like to print amend
ments to LB 953; Senator Koch to 761; Senator Landis to 
753. (See pages 1458 and 1459 of the Legislative Journal.)
Mr. President, there will be inserted in the Journal a 
communication to the Governor from the Clerk regarding the 
delivery of LB 208. (See pages 1457 and 1458 of the Journal.)
SENATOR CLARK: Senator Wiitala. Senator Wiitala. Senator
Wiitala, would you like to adjourn us until tomorrow morn
ing at nine o'clock.
SENATOR WIITALA: Yes, Mr. President. I move that we adjourn
until nine o'clock, March 30th, with reluctance.
SENATOR CLARK: You heard the motion. All those in favor say
aye. Opposed. We are adjourned. I had to check the date 
to be sure he hadn't set it up a day.
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gratulations to you for being recognized as the outstand
ing State Mother first of all, and the of course, Junior 
Mother of the Year, the Young Mother of the Year being 
such a fine attainment for recognition of all the mothers 
of Nebraska. Both of you are here present with your fami
lies, certainly are to be not only congratulated but you 
are justly proud and can be justly proud of your represent
ing the mothers of Nebraska as I said. The strength of 
America lies in the stability of cur families and the sta
bility of our families depends on the kind of leadership 
and example shown by the mothers and fathers of America.
So we here today, honor that kind of example, that kind of 
leadership, which makes Nebraska the good life that much 
better. So again, congratulations and best wishes in the 
year ahead. And now would the committees escort the ~e~:: e:\7 
out of the Chamber. The Chair would also like to introduce 
under the South balcony,Charlotte Jackson, the 1981 Mother 
of the Year from Ralston. Where is Charlotte? Could she 
just step forward here...and hi there, and welcome to your 
Legislature, 1981 Mother of the Year. We also have, while 
we are introducing guests, we have in the North balcony 
some 13 students and teacher, Dr. Jan Vermeer, the American 
Government class from Nebraska Wesleyan University. Would 
they be recognized and welcome to your Unicameral Legisla
ture. I believe, Mr. Clerk, that we proceed then with 
agenda item #6 and the first bill LB 602A, Senator Cullan... 
oh he is here. Senator ' ;llan is present so we will pro
ceed then with LB 602A, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 602A ij a bill introduced by
Senator Cullan. (Read title.)
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Cullan.
SENATOR CULLAN: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
the effective date of LB 602 is July of 1983 consistent with 
LB 522 or actually an alternative. There are two if that is 
necessary. The bill has a fiscal impact. At this time I 
believe it is two, point, some million dollars here. I'm 
not sure. Senator Warner had the fiscal note...the bill 
drafted and I believe it is $2.3 million but I'm not sure.
At any rate the bill would be effective in 1983 and it takes 
over the indigency care program for the State of Nebraska.
I really have no further comments on it. LB 602 is on Final
Reading now so with that I guess I would ask you to advance
the bill.
PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I support advancing the bill but I guess I would comment,
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Senator Cullan, as the fiscal note shows a minimum of 
about $2.3 to a maximum of $8 plus million, I think the 
Department of Welfare is $9 plus million and I think as 
you know the difference is the discussion of how many 
indigents would the state be required or could at least 
potentially be required to pick up under this bill or 
522 for that matter that currently are not being paid 
for by counties but are being absorbed by the various 
hospitals and the medical services. But the bill as it 
sets is as Senator Cullan points out at $2.3 million which 
does represent currently what counties are paying. At some 
point I would argue, barring changes in 602 or 522, what 
that real cost might be in the future as it is drafted though 
But I would support advancing it at this time.
PRESIDENT: Any further discussion? Senator Cullan, do you
wish to close on your motion to advance LB 602A? Hearing 
none, the motion before the House is the advance of LB 602A 
to E & R initial. All those In favor vote aye, opposed nay. 
Well, Senator Cullan, it looks like we better get the troops 
back in.
SENATOR CULLAN: Mr. President, could we have a Call of the
House?
PRESIDENT: Yes, we just as well because it is goinp to be
slow in coming if we don't. The motion is to have a. Call 
of the House. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay.
We are going to have a Call of the House. All those in 
favor of a Call of the House vote aye, opposed nay. Record 
the vote.
CLERK: 12 ayes, 0 nays, to go under Call, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT: All right, the House is under Call. The Sergeant
at Arms will see that all members return to their desks. All 
other persons will leave the floor. The House is under Call. 
Record your presence, each and every member, please record 
your presence. Would everyone please record your presence 
so we know who is here. Do you want to authorize call ins, 
Senator Cullan.
SENATOR CULLAN: That would take...I think it would be
quicker to just have a machine vote when we get a few more 
people here because there are only ten...
PRESIDENT: All right, we can do that. Would you all re
cord your presence so we know how many are here though.
There are some that have not recorded yet. All right, 
let's ... Senator Cullan, why don't we just go to the board 
again. The motion before the House is the advance of LB 602A
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Senator Cullan, the Clerk tells me we do have a mechanical 
problem here because we have recorded the votes. Either 
take call ins or have a roll call vote.
SENATOR CULLAN: Okay, go ahead and take call ins.
PRESIDENT: All right, take call ins, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: (Began reading call in votes.) He says call the
roll.
PRESIDENT: All right, it is getting to be rather confusing
to do the total number so, Senator Cullan, we will have a
roll call vote then. Let’s proceed with it. Would every
one please.... let’s wait until everybody returns to their 
desk. We will wait until everybody is at their desks be
cause the House is under Call. While we are waiting for 
everyone to get back to your desks the Chair would like to 
introduce guests of Senator Rumery, Diane Miller from North 
Platte, son, Myron, of North Platte and granddaughter, Kristen. 
Where are these folks from North Platte? Right over here. 
Welcome to Myron, Kristen and Diane Miller. Okay, Mr. Clerk, 
let’s proceed. The motion is the advance of LB 602A to E & R 
initial. Proceed with the roll call vote.
CLERK: (Read roll call vote as found on page 1523 of the
Legislative Journal.) 26 ayes, 12 nays, Mr. President, on 
the motion to advance the bill.
PRESIDENT: The motion carries and LB 602A is advanced to
E & R initial. We are ready then for the next bill on
General File, Special Order, LB 953.
CLERK: Mr. President, right before that if I may, I have
three Attorney General’s opinions addressed...
PRESIDENT: Yes, you may read into the record.
CLERK: ...the first to Senator Wesely regarding LB 970;
the second to Senator Warner regarding LB 970 and the third 
to Senator Vard Johnson regarding LB 522A. (See pages 1523- 
1529 of the Legislative Journal.)
PRESIDENT: All right, Senator Beyer, yes, the Call Is raised.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 953 was a bill introduced by the Ag
and Environment Committee and signed by its members. (Title 
read.) The bill was read on January 19, referred to the Ag 
and Environment Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced 
to General File, Mr. President. There are committee amendments 
pending by the Ag and Environment Committee.
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OLERK: Yes, very quickly, Mr. President, I have a motion
.'rom Senator Newell regarding LB 952 to be printed in the 
Journal, Mr. President.
Your committee on Enrollment and Review respectfully reports 
they have carefully examined and reviewed LB 408 and recom
mend that same be placed on Select File; 611 Select File and 
602A Select File.
Mr. President, a new A bill, 768a , offered by Senators Higgins, 
Labedz, DeCamp and Rumery. (Read. See page 1570 of the 
Journal.)
Mr. President, the next motion I have on LB 761 is a motion 
by Senator Koch and Nichol but I understand you want to with
draw that. Alright, Mr. President, the next motion is the 
one by Senator Richard Peterson and that is on page 1505 of 
the Legislative Journal.
SENATOR NICHOL: Senator Richard Peterson.
SENATOR R. PETERSON: Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I guess
why I am offering these three amendments is because of the 
last month when I went home, I have discussed many issues 
and some of them have been these agencies and the figures, 
how they have grown over the last number of years. And the
story I get, about 100*?, is, "My God, eliminate them or cut
them down." So out of some of the agencies I am going to 
ask your consideration of the first amendment which I have 
to cut the Mexican-American Commission. All three of these 
amendments are directed to the economic situation in the 
State of Nebraska in 1982. There is no doubt in anyone's 
mind that there is a slumping economy in Nebraska which for 
agriculture may be comparable to the 1930s. We are looking 
at a shortfall for the state of fifty, who knows, maybe sixty 
million dollars. We are faced with a sharply reduced state 
budget. This is reality and none of us can live in a dream
v/orld at budget time. There was a public demand in the last
election for less spending and less taxes and our economic 
situation in Nebraska reinforces that public demand. My 
amendments do not take money from the poor, the suffering, 
the senior citizens. They do not reduce the level of essen
tial government services. My amendments are a part of a 
reappraisal of the need for some of our state's commissions 
and boards and their increasing budget requests. These amend
ments take into consideration the record unemployment in Ne
braska and the real hardships faced by many, many Nebraska 
citizens and taxpayers. If we are going to have to raise 
the state individual income tax rate, the corporate tax, the 
cigarette tax in an effort to meet the state economic crisis 
then some of these other functions will have to be reduced.
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